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RE: Some General Queries 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We are all dealing with a lot of uncertainty due to Covid-19 and it’s very challenging. I appeal to you 

to take a calm, measured, common sense approach to the practicalities around the return to school. 

It will take time for us all to adjust and to figure out what works best. 

I also know that you understand that the Government and HSE advice and guidelines change and 

evolve. That is how it needs to be. 

A number of queries are popping up, some generated by the media. I hope the following will help 

answer some of the questions you may have: 

Uniform:   

 Uniform and tracksuit will be worn as usual.  

If no uniform was required, I would have informed you. 

 There has been a lot of media coverage about some schools insisting on uniforms being 

washed/cleaned on a daily basis, something which would cause you further pressure and 

expense. 

Schools have been given very detailed, specific guidelines from the Department of 
Education around the safe re-opening of schools.  
There is no reference in those guidelines to uniforms presenting a threat.  
In fact, when questioned on uniforms, Dr. Leo Varadker said: 
" There have been no issues from a public health perspective regarding 
school uniforms therefore the normal policy for each school remains".  
In fact, just yesterday, Dr. David Nabarro of the World Health Organisation was questioned 
about school uniforms. He had no specific advice to offer at this point in time.  
Needless to say, there may be specific advice in the future and this will be reflected in the 
guidelines issued to schools. 
We will, of course, continue to be guided at all times by Government decisions.  
If there is a change in the guidelines we receive, parents will be immediately notified. 

 There is, of course, merit in pupils having a regular change of clothing as the virus can linger 
on clothing for up to 72 hours.  
I suggest the following practical, common sense approach: 

 Mon: Uniform 
 Tues: Tracksuit 
 Weds: “No Uniform Day” 
 Thurs: Uniform 
 Fri: Tracksuit 

             I feel this would be a stress-free way for parents to address this area of concern. 
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Additional things your daughter may need: 
 

 As you are aware, we have a very comprehensive Book Rental scheme.  

 There is very little extra that is needed. 

 There is hardly any change from year to year. Requirements remain as follow: 
Lunchbox 
An over-sized T-shirt for art. 
A filled, labelled pencil case with 2 pencils and 2 glue sticks (all labelled). 

 Jnr.-2nd Class: Twistables (labelled) 
 3rd - 6th Class: Colouring pencils (labelled) 
                          30cm ruler (labelled) 
 4th -  6th Class: 2 Berol pens (labelled)  

 
 

Start/Finish Times: 

As you are aware from this week’s letter, work is on-going to plan for the safe arrival and collection 

of children. I hope to confirm those arrangements in next week’s letter. 

 

Will your daughter be in a pod with her friends? 

 A lot of thought will be put into the grouping of children. 

 Our focus will be to maintain the happy, calm, respectful learning environment that exists in 

our school. 

 Pupils will be placed in a grouping that best supports teaching and learning.  

 While keeping the happiness of our pupils in mind, my mantra remains:  

Teachers must be allowed teach and pupils must be allowed learn.  

Therefore, it is unrealistic to expect that two friends will be allowed in a pod together if it is 

to the detriment of their learning, their classmates’ learning and the overall calm, happy, 

respectful atmosphere in the classroom.  

Ultimately, I ask you to respect our professionalism on this matter and we will try to ensure 

the optimum grouping for your daughter.  

It goes without saying that we keep the needs and emotional well-being of our pupils to 

the fore in any such decision-making. 

 

I will be in touch again next week after Tuesday night’s Board of Management meeting. 

Kind regards, 

Bernie Murphy 
Principal 


