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July 2020
Dear Parents/Guardians,
may | thank you and everyone in the school community for the evident co-operation, support, understanding
and work during what has been a most challenging time for all.

School Re-opening and 2020-21 Calendar
Please note: Department of Education directives may change this year’s school calendar.

We plan to re-open school on Tues. 1%t Sept. at 9am.
A copy of the 2020-21 Provisional School Calendar is attached.

Planned Re-opening: | know you will understand that | cannot say for definite what the situation will be.
As of now, the plan is that school will be open on Sept. 1% and that all staff will be here. What we don’t
know for certain is how many pupils we will be allowed to have with us in school at any given time.
Further updates from the Department of Education are due at the end of this month. I will keep you
updated as the situation evolves throughout August.

Aladdin Connect and Seesaw: Thank you to all who have engaged with us during the closure via Aladdin
Connect and the on-line learning platform, Seesaw. A special word of thanks to all who have been in
contact to express their appreciation for the great commitment shown by our staff to continue to teach
our pupils remotely! 1, too, want to compliment and thank them for their work, diligence and
professionalism.

Graduation 2020:

This year was certainly a year with a difference but we were determined to do something special to mark the
end of year for our 6™ Classes.

Gift Pack: Their teachers, Miss Redmond and Mrs. Walshe, organised a gorgeous pink commemorative
hoodie for all the girls, complete with all the names of their classmates. The hoodies have been a massive
hit! Miss Redmond and Mrs. Walshe assembled an individual gift pack for each girl which, in addition to the
hoodie, included the traditional autograph book and pen. On the afternoon of their graduation, the girls had
the opportunity to come say goodbye to their teachers and to collect their gift packs and awards.
Graduation Ceremony: Later that evening, they, their families and the staff tuned in to the special
ceremony the girls had prepared with their teachers. An immense amount of work had been undertaken by
Miss Redmond and Mrs. Walshe in preparing the ceremony. It was truly wonderful and moving to hear the
girls” commentary and beautiful singing, and to see their specially-created, themed art work. While it was a
graduation with a difference, it was nonetheless special! The emotional ceremony was made all the

more special afterwards by the numerous messages of appreciation sent by the girls' families.

A Special Word to Our Parents of 6™ Class: May | take this opportunity to thank you for your support and
help throughout the years. Thank you for entrusting your daughters to our care. So many of you have played
an active part in the life of our school. Thank you for all you have done with us and for us. Many of you
have given us the most incredible support and have shown such deep appreciation for all we have done with
your daughters.....and to you, in particular, | say THANK YOUT! I cannot tell you how much it means to
read a card or to have been stopped somewhere by you, or by a grandparent, to say thanks!

For some of you, it is the end of your association with our school but | hope you will continue to regard
yourself as a part of the Scoil Mhuire community. May | say a particular thanks to Janice Byrne who served
as both a parents’ nominee on our Board of Management and as secretary of the Parents’ Council.



mailto:smgscarlow@gmail.com

Award Winners:
This year, we were faced with the dilemma of who to select for the overall “Scoil Mhuire Girl Award”. The
qualities of the Scoil Mhuire Girl are: She is good, kind and works hard! In all, fourteen girls were
nominated. In the end, it was decided to award joint winners in both classes. Congratulations to:

Nicoleta Percic and Kyra See (Joint Winners in Miss Redmond’s Class)

Zoe Byrne and Julia Gertner (Joint Winners in Mrs. Walshe’s Class)
Congratulations also to the following award winners:

Art: Jamalida Rafique and Marinela Schiopu (Joint Winners)

Music: Kyra See

Sport: Ellie Byrne and Bronagh Glynn (Joint Winners)

Attendance Award: A special presentation was made to Madison Byrne who had perfect attendance over
her eight years with us.....with the exception of one special day! Madison, understandably, missed school on
the day her parents got married! In recognition of her otherwise perfect attendance, Madison was presented
with our now-traditional Perfect Attendance Award - an engraved bracelet.

Retirement: On behalf of all in Scoil Mhuire gan Smal, I’d like to wish our Assistant Principal, Mairin
Lambe, the very best on her retirement. Mrs. Lambe spent her entire teaching career in our school. While
she was involved in many aspects of school life, I’d particularly like to thank Mrs. Lambe for her great work
with our GAA teams over the years, work that was recognised when she was presented with a Cumann na
mBunscol award. While wishing Mrs. Lambe the very best on her retirement, 1 am conscious that we will
truly miss her kind, thoughtful presence in our school. Go dté ta slén....agus beir bua!

Staff Changes:

Miss Hogan has been appointed as a permanent member of staff, following Mrs. Lambe’s retirement.
While we welcome back Miss McDonald and our DP, Miss Gurhy, we have to say a fond farewell to both
Ms. Kirwan and Miss O’Rourke. We thank them most sincerely for their great work with us!

First Holy Communion and Confirmation: Unfortunately, both ceremonies had to be postponed due to
Covid-19. The following revised dates have been announced:

Confirmation: Sat. 22nd Aug.:11am (Miss Redmond’s Class) and 2.30pm (Mrs. Walshe’s Class)

First Communion: Sat. 19th Sept.: 11am (Ms. O’Leary’s Class) and 2.30pm (Miss McDermott’s Class)
Please note: Numbers of family members permitted to attend each ceremony will be in line with the
Government guidelines at that time.

Payment for Book Rental, etc: Payment will be gratefully accepted in Sept.
Please have your daughter’s payment in an envelope, labelled with her full name and class teacher.
(The amount for 2020-21 remains unchanged: €90 for Jnr. Infts. — 2" Class and €100 for 3" — 6" Class.)

School Reports: This year, all reports were issued on-line. If you did not receive your daughter’s report,
please contact the office in Sept.

Music: I’'m delighted to announce that Music Generation are organising a progression programme for our
pupils as they move to secondary school. Details have been forwarded to parents.

Finally, I’d like to assure you that | will keep you informed as we prepare for the safe re-opening of or
school. In the meantime, | wish you all a lovely summer and hope that all our families enjoy the holidays!

Bowie Muwnphy

Principal




