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Newsletter, Feb. 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,        

The following is an update on school life since Christmas: 

Dates for your diary this term.  

Thurs. 20th Feb. – Fri. 21st Feb. Mid-term Break  

Mon. 16th & Tues. 17th  Mar.  School closed for St. Patrick’s Weekend 

 Tues. 10th Mar. at 7pm First Confession 

Date to be confirmed Primary Language In-service 

 Fri. 3rd Apr. School closes at 12 noon for the Holidays. Re-opens Mon. 20th Apr. 

 

CONDOLENCES: We offer our sincere condolences to Helen Willis on the death of her sister, Jean. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS: For the first time ever, a former pupil has been elected to Dáil Éireann! Our 

warmest congratulations to Jennifer Murnane TD and we look forward to welcoming her back on a visit. 

 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY: Our Grandparents’ Day has yet again gone global! On such an uplifting day, 

one that has evolved into a firm favourite in our school calendar, we welcomed over 300 grandparents from 

home and away to our school on Jan. 31st....our biggest number to date! All classes from Junior Infants - 6th 

Class entertained grandparents and treated them to a feast of music, song, fun and games. A warm thank 

you to all the grandparents who attended and who had such complimentary words for all the great work 

the teachers had done in organising the event. They very much appreciated the effort put into displaying 

the pupils’ work!  
 

PARENTS’ COUNCIL: Adding to the atmosphere on Grandparents’ Day was the pop-up café run by our 

ultra-supportive Parents’ Council! 

Grateful thanks to them also for raising €2,109 through their mega Christmas raffle, €871 through the raffle 

at the Christmas Concerts and €916 through the church gate collection! Split-the-Pot continues each week! 

To date, families have won in excess of €3,000 and the same amount has been raised for the school! 
 

SPORT: 

Camogie Skills for Jnr. & Snr. Infts. started this week. Welcome back, Leo and Nora! 

GAA: We’re delighted to welcome back IT Carlow coaches who are working with 1st and 2nd.  

Soccer Skills for 3rd and 4th have started with students from the IT. 

Gymnastics: Thanks to Ramona for the recent block of excellent gym. sessions for all classes in the school!  

Swimming: 2nd – 4th will commence their swimming programme on 13th Mar. for 10 weeks. 

 

ADDITIONAL EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES: 

COOKERY: Míle buíochas to Mrs. Walshe who is running her immensely popular bi-lingual cócaireacht! 

CODING: Grateful thanks also Miss Redmond who is running an after-schools coding class. 

SCIENCE: New!: Science for Infants and for 1st-6th will start next Fri. 28th Feb. (Contact Andy 087 

2295751 or e-mail wexford@nuttyscientists.com; information leaflets are available in our office.) 

 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH CLUB: Approximately 100 pupils have breakfast and lunch every day in 

school, funded by contributions from pupils and SVdP, as well as a grant from Carlow Co. Council. 

Unfortunately, we are struggling to cover the total cost of running the club. We are making a special appeal 

for the pupil contribution of €2 per week.  

mailto:wexford@nuttyscientists.com


Following up on two visits to our school in recent years by Fianna Fáil leader, Micheál Martin, I will 

continue lobbying for Department funding for breakfasts and lunches which, year after year, has been 

rejected as we are not a DEIS (Disadvantaged) school. 
 

STAY SAFE PROGRAMME and RSE PROGRAMME: Lessons are currently underway.  

We also ask that you continue to be vigilant about your daughter’s use of social media. 
 

GREEN NEWS:  
Our Big Travel Challenge, to promote “Park ‘n’ Stride”, began on Feb. 10th. Our next “Park ‘n Stride” week 

begins next Mon. 24th Feb.  

A WOW Day took place on Wed., 12th Feb. Many thanks to all those who took part, despite the poor 

weather! 

Fairtrade Fortnight is from 24th Feb. – 6th Mar.   

Please encourage your daughter to take part in the Green Schools Irish Water Competition.  

Theme: ‘Let’s Take Climate Action for Water’. Entries on A3 sized paper to be in by Weds. 4th Mar.  

We held a Love Earth Day on Friday. Our aim is to eliminate single-use plastics.  

 

GAELBHRATACH: We are well on our way to achieving our Third Gaelbhratach (a flag awarded in 

recognition of our work in promoting Irish as a living language in our school). Comhgairdeas to our pupils 

on the Coiste (Irish Committee) who, under the guidance of Mrs. Walshe, had a very successful interview 

with an assessor recently.  

Watch this space for interesting news about an upcoming project! 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY NOTICE:  

Please do not walk under the barrier.  

Please do not drive into the carpark at drop-off/collection times. 

Please do not park at the barrier. (Teachers have been unable to access the carpark some days.)  

Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.   

Also, a reminder that information from the HSE regarding the Coronavirus was sent home. 

 

MUSIC GENERATION: If your daughter has brought home a violin or cello for practice, and if she is 

not in school on a Thursday, please ensure the instrument is dropped in to school as other pupils need 

use of it on Thursdays too. Thank you for your co-operation in this matter. 
 

CAMPS: Our school will be used for the following Camps during the mid-term and Easter holidays: 

Anyone for Science: Fri. 21st Feb. (Contact 087 6749608 for details and registration.) 

Bricks For Kids: Thur. 20th and Fri 21st Feb. (Contact Thiago 0851442775 for details and registration.) 

Fun Sew Studios: 14th, 15th and 16th Apr. (Contact Joanne 0874421180 for details and registration.) 

 

COMPETITION WINNERS:  

Santa Goes Green: Infants: Emily Peterson & Blanca Mordas; 1st Class: Emily Kelly & Sara Rothwell; 

2nd Class: Vanessa Luckute , Lorena Sunica & Amelia Edwards; 3rd Class: Grace McManus; 

4th Class: Nicola Duggan; 5th Class: Emma Pender; 6th Class: Dana Medvedeva & Jamilida Rafique. 

Crib Winners: Sophie Halpin & Michelle Denpsey (6th Class). 

Christmas Raffle results: Alexis Kelly was the winner of the top prize, a bicycle! 

2nd Prize: David Pawlowicz. 3rd Prize: Diane Sommers. There were lots of other happy winners of hampers! 

Art: Jamalida Rafique (6th Class) is a winner in the Fair Trade Art competition. (Prize-giving on 6th Mar.) 

 

UNIFORM: A gentle reminder that pupils will return to wearing their full uniform after mid-term. 

Tracksuit is to be worn on PE days only. 

 

 

Bernie Murphy 

Bernie Murphy 

Principal. 


