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FEBRUARY MID-TERM NEWSLETTER 2019 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  

It has been a busy few weeks in school since Christmas and the following will give you just a flavour of 

what’s been happening! Be sure to view our Twitter page @smgscarlow to see photos of some activities. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Mid-term break: Feb. 18th – 22nd 2019 

Bank Holiday Monday: March 18th  

Easter Holidays: Monday Apr. 15th - Friday Apr. 26th   

First Confession: Tues. Apr. 9th. First Holy Communion: Sunday May 12th. Confirmation: Saturday May 25th  

 

CONDOLENCES: On behalf of our whole school community, I’d like to express our sincere 

condolences to the family and fellow clergy of the late Fr. John Cummins, following the tragic accident 

involving his car. Fr. Cummins officiated at First Holy Communions and served on our Board of 

Management for a short length of time. He was a most gentle, hard-working, sincere person.  

May his gentle soul Rest In Peace! 

 

The National Rehabilitation Centre: Time and again, our families are so generous! The Christmas Word 

Search Trail, organised by our secretary, Helen Willis, in conjunction with the Crazy Sock Day, organised 

by our Students’ Council, has raised money for The National Rehabilitation Centre.  

Thank you for your most generous support! 

 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY: On what has developed into one of our favourite days in the school calendar, 

we welcomed over 300 grandparents to our school on Feb. 1st! All classes from Junior Infants-6th 

entertained grandparents and treated them to a feast of music, song, fun and games. Junior Infants even 

engaged their grandparents in pre-coding exercises while Senior Infants screened the surprise video they had 

made with their teachers! A warm thank you to all the grandparents who attended and who had such 

complimentary words for all the great work the teachers had done in organising the event and who very 

much appreciated the effort put into displaying the pupils’ art, project and written work!  

 

PARENTS’ COUNCIL: Adding to the atmosphere on Grandparents’ Day was the pop-up café run by our 

ultra-supportive Parents’ Council! 

Grateful thanks to them also for raising money through their mega Christmas raffle, the bag-packing at 

TESCO and through the church gate collection!  

Next fund-raiser: Clothing collection on March 21st. If you have any bags of clothes to donate, please 

leave them into the school over the next few weeks. (No duvets, pillows or bric-a-brac; only shoes in pairs  

in please.) As you know, the bulk of the proceeds of the fundraising will go to our planned playground.  

 

STAY SAFE: All staff recently undertook training in the new Stay Safe Programme. 

 

INTERNET SAFETY: We are genuinely concerned about the number of pupils on social media. All 

classes addressed this topic on Internet Safety Day. Please discuss the matter regularly with your 

daughter(s) and continue to remain vigilant. 

 

SCHOOL SELF-EVALUATION: A gentle reminder that our chosen area is Well-being. The above is in 

keeping with our focus on Well-being. We need to keep our precious pupils safe! 
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GREEN NEWS: We’ll be having a Love Earth Day on Friday. We hope to eliminate single-use plastics.  

Work has also begun on the mural being made from plastic bottle caps. Looking forward to seeing the 

creativity unfold, Ms. Hourihane! 

 

CYCLING: Both 6th classes have just completed a series of bicycle training, organised by Ms. Hourihane. 

 

CELEBRATING SUCCESS: 

Moo-Crew: There was great excitement last week as the whole school tuned in to RTE 2FM to hear Miss  

Dunne go head-to-head against another teacher in the Moo-Crew competition, organised by the National 

Dairy Council. Miss Dunne’s 4th class had composed a winning jingle and were one of eight schools 

selected to be featured on the Breakfast Show throughout last week. Then, Miss Dunne had to participate in 

a quiz on RTE 2FM, which she won! Extensive research in all things bovine certainly paid off and was 

testament to wonderful team work! Miss Dunne and her class won €500 worth of sports equipment for the 

school! Maith sibh! 

Karate: Belated congrats. to Niamh Ralph (5th) on her stunning performances in Russia before Christmas! 

 

MICROSOFT DREAM SPACE: Our 6th Classes had the great opportunity to attend a morning of 

workshops in Microsoft headquarters in Dublin recently. It was a truly inspiring experience for the girls and 

has given them serious food for thought regarding a possible career path. Grateful thanks to Miss Balfe, Miss 

McCarthy the many parents who agreed to a very early departure time! 

 

CODING: The best of luck to our pupils who are putting the finishing touches to their entries for Scratch, 

under the guidance of Mr. Madden and Mr. McEvoy!  

Meanwhile, both 5th Classes are making significant strides in their Robotics coding initiative being led in our 

school by Miss Redmond. Wishing them the best of luck on Mar. 8th in Carlow IT! 

 

PEACE PROMS: Congrats. to Miss Hendricken, Miss Redmond and their classes on a truly wonderful 

concert in Waterford last Sat! 

 

SPORTS PROGRAMME: 

Gymnastics: Ramona is currently conducting a block of for all classes in the school. 

Soccer: Students from Carlow IT are currently conducting sessions with 1st and 2nd on Fridays. 

GAA: We’re delighted to welcome back coaches from O’Hanrahans, working with x-5th on Mondays.  

 

FÉILE DRÁMAÍOCHTA/DRAMA FESTIVAL: Both 1st and 4th Classes will be participating in the Irish 

Drama Festival straight after mid-term. Go n-éirí libh/Best of luck to the girls and their teachers, Miss 

O’Rourke, Mr. Madden, Miss Dunne and Mrs. Walshe! 

  

DRAMA WORKSHOPS: A series of drama workshops with our senior classes commenced today. 

 

PLAYGROUND: Preparatory work will start over mid-term. Please bear with the inconvenience in the 

short term.....it will be well worth it in the long term! 

 

Finally, we’d like to say a “Fáilte ar ais/Welcome back!” to Michele who will be returning tomorrow a nd 

“Míle buíochas/Thank you!” who has been here during her absence! 

 

 

Bernie Murphy 
Bernie Murphy 

Principal 
 


