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DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 2018 
Dear Parents/Guardians,  

I am pleased to share the following school news updates with you! 
IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Christmas Holidays commence Friday Dec. 21st at 12 noon. (Pupils wear clothes of choice.) 

School re-opens Monday Jan. 7th 2019 

Mid-term break: Feb. 18th – 22nd 2019 

Bank Holiday Monday: March 18th  

Easter Holidays: Monday Apr. 15th - Friday Apr. 26th   

First Confession: Tues. Apr. 9th. First Holy Communion: Sunday May 12th. Confirmation: Saturday May 25th  

CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES and ACTIVITIES:  

….and keeping a close eye on everyone is our CHRISTMAS ELF! 

A visit from Santa: It was pure magic on Tuesday when Santa came to visit! We don’t know how our 

Parents’ Council managed to convince him to fit us into his hectic schedule! 

Carol Singing: Once again both 4th Classes paid the annual visit to the Sacred Heart Hospital and the 

District Hospital accompanied by Mrs. Walshe, Miss Dunne and our SNA, Ita. The girls were wonderful on 

what is always a truly special visit. 

Christmas Prayer Service: Every year, we look forward to the Christmas assembly led by our Senior 

Infants. The girls and their teachers presented the story of Christmas to the school and to their families. 

Carol Service: Pupils from 3rd 6th Classes are invited to participate in next Sunday’s Carol Service in the 

Cathedral. It is a lovely lead-in to Christmas. This year we’ll sing “Night of Silence”.  
Christmas Eve Mass: Our school will again take part in this special Mass for children. Some pupils from 

3rd Class will be involved in acting out the Gospel while all pupils from 3rd – 6th are invited to sing. Mass is 

at 7pm and we look forward to seeing many families on Christmas Eve.  

Christmas Raffle: Yet again, a huge thanks to our immensely supportive Parents’ Council! We are very 

grateful for the generous donations received for the Christmas raffle. Sincere thanks and appreciation to all 

of our sponsors too! The fantastic hampers made up by the Parents’ Council were spectacular again and 

caused lots of excitement in the school! (P.S. If you were lucky enough to win a hamper and do not need 

the basket, the Parents’ Council would be grateful if you would return it to school for the next raffle! 
Thank you!) 1st Prize: Girls Bike. 2nd Prize: Monster Hamper. Lots more prizes of hampers also available! 

Christmas Word Search Trail: Helen Willis has again added greatly to our Christmas festivities by 

organising a fun trail of activity around the school for all classes! 

Crazy Sock Day: Congrats. to our Students’ Council who organised a very successful fund-raiser for The 

National Rehabilitation Centre. They also supported Helen in the Wordsearch Trail.  

Christmas Annuals: Grateful thanks to our SNA, Ms. Byrne for her work distributing the Christmas 

annuals to classes. 

Christmas Cards: You won’t be surprised to hear that we were spoiled for choice when it came to selecting 

samples of our pupils’ art for our school Christmas cards! 

Christmas Shoebox Appeal: Sincerest thanks to all the families who assembled the 256 shoeboxes for 

Team Hope! Thanks to Mrs. Walshe for organising the collection and huge thanks to all parents and pupils 

for these special donations. Míle buíochas! 

 

STUDENTS’ COUNCIL: Grateful thanks to Bernadette Lacey who designed and made the very stylish 

badges presented to the members of the Students’ Council! 
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CELEBRATING SUCCESS: 

Reel Life Science Award: What an achievement! Selected from 175 entries to be one of the top three 

winning videos and judged by none other than aeronautical engineer and astronaut candidate, Norah Patten, 

BT Young Scientist and Technologist of the Year 2018, Simon Meehan and comedian and TV presenter 

Dara Ó Briain! Miss Redmond’s 5th Class enjoyed a wonderful trip to University College, Galway for a 

special screening of their prize-winning film, The History of Dinosaurs. It was a fun-filled day of science 

activities and one the girls will long remember! 

Carlow Lions Club Peace Poster: Congrats. to Delphine Byrne (6th) who is this year’s Carlow winner!  

EUREKA Young Inventors Art Competition: Our school featured prominently in the competition! 

4th Class: Clodagh Murphy won 1st place. Highly Commended: Clodagh Broderick and Diona Besleaga. 

5th Class: Ella Ryan won 1st place. Highly Commended: Emma Behan, Alex Callinan and Aoibhinn Nolan. 

6th Class: Ellen O’Byrne won 3rd prize.  

Féile an Fhómhair Art Competition: Among the prize-winners were: Sahra Lacatus (2nd Class), Olivia 

Rej (3rd Class) and Ellen O’ Byrne (6th Class).  

Swimming: Congrats. to both Caoimhe Fanning (4th) and Ellen O’Byrne (6th) who performed strongly at the 

Leinster Minor Schools Swimming Championships and who have qualified for the Irish Schools Finals!  

Sunflower Competition: In the Co. Carlow competition organised by Carlow Hospice, Tasfia Binte 

Hossain (6th) won 2nd prize overall! Her sunflower reached 315cm! 

 

ROBOTICS: Both 5th Classes are involved with a coding initiative being led by Carlow IT. To date, they 

have built their robot and have programmed it. (Have a look at their work on Twitter @smgscarlow.) Thanks 

to Miss Redmond who is leading the initiative in our school! 

 

ADDITIONAL AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES:  

Coding: To build on the coding that was begun two years ago, Mr. Madden and Mr. McEvoy have started 

an after-schools coding club. The response has been huge and pupils in 6th are being prioritised at the 

moment. 

Bi-lingual Cookery Class: Another hugely popular initiative is the cookery class that Mrs. Walshe has been 

running.  

Infants’ Games Club: Yet again, there has been a great demand for places in this club being run by Ms. 

Kirwan and Miss Watchorn, aimed at improving motor skills through sport.  

Computer Club: Miss Balfe and Miss McCarthy have just completed their ever-popular block of computer 

classes. 

 

SPORTS PROGRAMME: Thanks to Brian Dunne and the coaches from O’Hanrahans who have been 

working with 1st – 3rd this term. 

Cumann na mBunscol: Congrats. to our footballers who were runners-up in the County Final! Great work! 

Gymnastics Display: Congrats. to Ramona’s gymnasts who put on two wonderful performances for the 

school and their parents! 

Futsal: Well done to our girls in 3rd and 4th who two of their three matches in the Futsal Soccer league.  

 

GREEN NEWS: Congrats. to all who entered the Something Fishy Competition! The standard of creativity 

displayed by families in making fish from plastic bottles is phenomenal and it has been very difficult to 

decide on the overall winners! The eventual winners were: 1st Alana Callinan (Miss Murray’s Sen. Infts.); 

2nd Marcelina Wnuk (Miss Murray’s Sen. Infts.) and 3rd Diana Mazzamuto (Miss Dunne’s 4th Class). 

Please remember to recycle old Christmas cards, stamps, batteries and old phones in January. 

 

Finally, on behalf of the entire Scoil Mhuire gan Smál team, may I wish all our families a truly happy 

Christmas and a bright, healthy and prosperous New Year! 

 

 

Bernie Murphy 
Principal 


