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Dear Parents/Guardians,  
As we conclude the year, may I thank everyone in the school community who has helped to enrich 
the life of Scoil Mhuire gan Smál! 
 
Important Dates for your Diary: 
Please note that school closes at 12 noon tomorrow,  Fri.June 30th, 2017. Pupils do not have to 
wear their uniform. 

School re-opens on Thurs, Aug. 31st 2017 
Mid-term Break: Oct. 30th – Nov. 3rd  
Christmas Holidays: School closes 12 noon Fri. 22nd Dec. and re-opens Mon. 8th Jan.  
Mid-term Break: School closed Thurs. 15th and Fri. 16th Feb. 
 

A copy of the school full calendar for 2017/18 will be in the homework journal. Jnr. & Sen. Infants 

will be given a copy of the calendar. 

 
Congratulations: Warmest congratulations to Dr. Ann Marie Gurhy who has completed her PHd! 
  
Twitter: To keep in touch with school news, remember to follow us on @smgscarlow.   
 
A Touch of Magic!: If you haven’t already done so, be sure to visit the Fairy School that is 
beautifully-nestled in the wildflower garden. We are enchanted by it! 
 
Parents’ Council : Sincerest thanks to our truly wonderful Parents’ Council! Their hard work this 
year has enabled us to buy a set of ipads and to support many school initiatives and treats. Their 
most recent fundraisers were the Easter raffle, the Family Table Quiz and the School Walk. In the 
past two weeks alone, they have collected and sorted school uniforms and catered for the 6th Class 
Graduation and First Communion celebration. A huge amount of work is undertaken by a small 
number of parents and I am most grateful to them. Thank you to all who support their events. 
Our pupils continue to benefit from your hard work and support.  

 
Celebrating Success: 
Coding: Twins, Aisling and Lily Mulcahy Ralph won one of the top prizes at the National Scratch 
Finals in UL. Thanks to Hugh Mansfield, Miss Gurhy, Miss Balfe and Mr. McEvoy! 
JEP: “Woof Warmers” and “Krafty Kidz” from(comprising all the pupils in both 5th Classes) won the 
Innovation Award in the Junior Entrepreneur Programme. Thanks to Ms. Hendricken and Mrs. 
Walshe! 
7th Green Flag: We were presented with our 7th Green Flag for Global Citizenship in Kilkenny 
recently. Thank you to Ms. Hourihane and her Green Committee!  
Gaelbhratach: Following a recent evaluation, we are well on our way to achieveing our 2nd 
Gaelbhratach. Míle buíochas to Mrs. Walshe and her Coiste! 
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Basketball: Our players were runners-up in the county finals. Great work, Miss McDermott and Miss 
Murray! 
Soccer: Our team of Abby Byrne, Aoife Byrne, Reyes Castro, Hannah Dunphy, Abbie Kennedy, 
Bajame Merkaj, Megan Townsend and Orla Woods qualified for the South-East Finals. Great work, 
Mrs. Woods and Miss Byrne! 
Swimming: Congrats. to all the girls in 2nd - 4th Classes who received their certificates! 
Gymnastics: Fantastic progress by the girls! It was great to have so many parents with us to enjoy a 

wonderful gymnastic display recently. Well done to Ramona and all her young gymnasts. 

Soeech and Drama: Yet again, the pupils excelled in their Speech and Drama examinations this year. 

Special congratulations to Hannah Dunphy (6th) who won the gold medal again this year! Thanks to 

Keelin McDonald for her work with the girls! 

Music: Congrats. to all the pupils who performed so well in the Gala Concerts in the GB Shaw 
Theatre! 
Art:  

Olivia Mordas (5th) won the Bank of Ireland “I Love Carlow” art competition in her age 

group. She received a Sony Notebook at a presentation in the Woodford Dolmen Hotel. 

Aoife Healy received Highly Commended certification in the Texaco Art Competition – a 

fabulous achievement as this is a national competition! 
 
Sport:  
Active schools week:What a week!Mrs. Woods had a wide range of activities organized for every 

day. Highlights were the Sports Day in the sun; Zumba with Leslie Dempsey which had the whole 

school taking part in a giant Zumba dancing session.; BARA (Bí Ag Rince Anois/Drop Everything 

and Dance!) with all pupils and teachers dancing at regular intervals during the day; and, of course, 

the Teachers V 6th Class basketball match. The support both teams got could have been heard in 

Kilkenny! The atmosphere was electric as both pupils and teachers cheered on their teams. Grateful 

thanks to Mrs. Woods for organising the events and ensuring all the sports equipment was ready and 

waiting for all every day! 

 

Book Rental and Requisites:  Grateful thanks to all who have paid for Book Rental and Requisites 

and a gentle reminder to those who have yet to pay.  

 

Graduation: Both 6th classes and their teachers, Ms. Balfe and Ms. McCarthy, presented a wonderful 

Graduation evening. Yet again, it was a beautiful and emotional occasion.   

Girls, you have been two truly special, wonderful classes! You are great ambassadors for our school 

and will be missed by us all. Thank you for contributing to our school in such a positive manner. You 

are ready for the next step.  Go and embrace it! We wish you only the best as you embark on the next 

phase of your life! Always remember that you are Scoil Mhuire Girls…..and remember: 

Life isn’t fair…but just get on with it and… 

Failure trumps regret! 

 
Finally, I’d like to wish you all a lovely summer and hope that all our families enjoy the holidays! 
 
 Kind regards, 

Bernie Murphy 
Bernie Murphy 
Principal 
 


