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Dear Parents/Guardians,

Important Dates for your Diary:
School Closures:
Mid-term: Feb. 20" — 24" 2017
St. Patrick’s Day: Fri. Mar. 17"
Easter Holidays: 12 noon April 7t - 215t Apr. 2017
Bank Holiday: May 1 2017
NEW: Department of Education In-Service Day: Weds. May 312017 (Letter will issue from PDST.)
Bank Holiday: June 5" and June 6" 2017
Summer holidays: 12 noon June 30" 2017
Other Important Dates
First Holy Communion: Sunday, May 14" 10.30a.m. 2017
Confirmation: 2.30pm Saturday May 27" 2017

Credit Union Quiz: Pipped at the Post! Our senior team were joint first with Killeshin at the end of the final round.
Unfortunately, the girls were beaten in the tiebreak, losing out by one point. Great credit to the team members, Eleanore
Feeney, Isabelle Fortune, Eve Molloy, Aoife Whelan and Abbie Kennedy. Well done also to the junior team of Sarah
Doogue, Ava Kissane, Kate O’Brien, Maire O’Driscoll and Chantelle Azeta who had a tiebreak for third place. We very
much appreciate the in-put of teachers, Ms. Hendricken, Mrs. Lambe, Ms. Rogers and Mr. McEvoy, who generously gave
of their time to work with the teams. Maith sibh go 1éir!

Grandparents’ Day: What a truly wonderful day! Please convey our grateful thanks to all the grandparents who joined
us on the day, some even travelling from as far away as Mayo! Such were the numbers joining us this year that we could
not have the pupils join us in the hall. The morning got off to a lovely start with the 2" Classes presenting their touching
Prayer Service in praise of grandparents. Grateful thanks to Ms. Rogers and Mr. McEvoy who prepared the service as well
as the great sing along which followed. Afterwards, pupils from our Music Generation classes showcased their talents on
violin and cello; Mr. McEvoy’s trad group played some tunes, accompanied by Ms. McDermott; and the 5™ Classes sang
some medleys from their Peace Proms Concert. It truly was a wonderful celebration. Then it was off to visit the classes,
admire the displays, art and scrapbooks, all of which left the grandparents in no doubt as to the special role they play in
their granddaughters’ lives.

Yet again, a huge thanks to our amazing Parents’ Council who came up trumps again, providing a welcome tea/coffee
for the 286 grandparents! SAVE THE DATE: Our Parents’ Council will hold a Family Fun Table Quiz on Friday night
7" April. More details to follow.

Coding: Best of luck to the girls who are submitting projects in Coding. We have representatives from Senior Infants — 6"
Class. It’s wonderful to see the pupil engagement in coding. Be sure to ask your Jnr. or Sen. Infant about coding with Bee-
bots. Grateful thanks to Hugh Mansfield from UNUM for his continued work with 6™ Class; to Mr. Madden, Ms. Balfe
and Mr. McEvoy for leading work in this area; and to Ms. Gurhy for leading and co-ordinating the various coding
initiatives in the school.

Chicks: Thanks to Gareth for delivering hatching eggs to our school recently. The egg-citement(!) was immense! Pupils
saw some chicks actually hatch out from the shell and all pupils got to see the little chicks after they were born. They’re
now safely back on Nore Valley Pet Farm and were tagged before leaving so that you can see them if you visit. Gareth
kindly gave a free pass to visit the farm to every pupil in the school!
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Peace Proms: Both 5" Classes were involved in this year’s Peace Proms Concert on Sun. Feb. 5. What an occasion!
They travelled to the RDS in Dublin, accompanied by their teachers, Ms. Hendricken and Mrs.Walshe, and by our music
co-ordinator, Mrs. Lambe. Many schools from around the country took part on the day and the concert was amazing! Well
done to all the girls and a special word of thanks to their teachers who prepared them. Mile buiochas also to the parents
for their support!

Cycling: Both 6" Classes have just completed a cycling course. Bikes and helmets were provided. Since Jan., the
instruction took place in the school yard but, this week, the girls were brought off-site for the real experience! You may
have seen them out and about in their high-vis. gear, accompanied by their instructors. Grateful thanks to Ms. Hourihane
for organising the course.

SPORT ROUND-UP:
Gymnastics: All classes are currently undertaking a 6-week course in gymnastics with coach, Ramona.
Camogie Skills: Jnr. And Sen. Infants have commenced working with Setanta coach, Leo McGough.
GAA Skills: Don Walker (+ TY students) are working on football with 3" & 4™ classes.

Nancy Moore (+ coaches from O’Hanrahan’s) working on football with 5" & 6™ classes.
Soccer: Students from Carlow IT will join us after mid-term for their soccer skills training.
Basketball: Ms. McDermott and Ms. Murray are running after-schools training for senior classes.
Swimming: 2", 3 and 4™ Classes will start their lessons on Friday 3" March for 10 weeks.

Bizworld: Thanks to a team from the Bank of Ireland who are conducting two-day workshops on Entrepreneurship with
both 6™ Classes. The Dragon’s Den element of the workshop caused great excitement!

JEP: Meanwhile, both 5" Classes are involved in this year’s Junior Entrepreneur Programme. Be prepared to hear more
about this in the weeks ahead!
Doodle for Google: Congrats. to Aoife Healy in 6™ Class who is a semi-finalist in this year’s competition!

Uniform: After mid-term, pupils are required to wear full uniform again. Tracksuits are to be worn on PE days.
Shorts: This year, we are introducing NAVY shorts as an option for the months of May and June. Our Parents’ Council
are currently working on sourcing a suitable design. (More information to follow.)

10 @ 10: The school was buzzing last Fri. morning with the Operation Transformation initiative. All primary schools
were invited to take part in 10 minutes of activity at 10 am on 10" Feb. Mrs. Webb and her 4™ Class coached and led the
whole school in a dance routine, performed in the school yard on that morning. Parents can view a video of this event on
You Tube - “10@10 Scoil Mhuire gan Smal”.

Winners in the Christmas Draw are as follows:

1% Prize: Butler Family - Seller Olwyn Butler — Ms Hogan’s 1% Class

2" Prize: Kathleen Brennan- Seller Kayleigh McCormack — Ms McDermott Sl Class

3" Prize — Kacko Prokov — Seller Olivia Brodzik — Ms Lacey’s SI Class

Other lucky winners were: Barry Lyons, Aoife Byrne, Mick Grey, Molly & Jack Hilliard, Aidan McManus, Thomas
Byrne and Lily McCormack. Total funds raised €4035 which was an amazing amount. Thank you to our hard-working
Parents’ Council.

Fund-Raising: Grateful thanks to all who participated in the Church Gate Collection, organised by the Parents’ Council.

The collection raised €818.96 for school funds. Mile buiochas!

Kind regards,

Bownie Wanphy

Bernie Murphy
Principal




