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April 29th 2016 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

          

Dates to Remember:  

 

Mid-term break -  School is closed all next week and re-opens Mon. May 9th @ 9am. 

School closes for Summer Holidays on Wed 30th Jun at 12noon. 

 
BOOK RENTAL . All pupils’ text books, folders and copies, etc. will again be provided by our Book Rental scheme.    

Fees for Book Rental can now be paid to the class teacher. Payment must be received by 30th June. Please make sure you 

keep the receipt given.  

Jnr. Infts – 2nd Class: €50 

3rd-6th Class: €60 

A further payment will be collected in Sept. to cover photocopying, arts and crafts supplies, photocopying, texts, testing 

manuals and insurance for all school activities.  

€40 per pupil will be due on 1st September (reduced to €30 per pupil for families with more than one daughter in 

our school.) 

 

USE OF MOBLILE PHONES, iPADS, etc: Please note that all classes have been reminded that they are 

not allowed to take photos/videos in the school or on school grounds. 

 

COMPETITION WINNERS:  

Rotary Club Photography Competition: Congratulations to all our budding photographers! Winners Georgia 

Fitzgerald (6th Class), awarded 2nd place and Victoria Pluta ( 6th Class) awarded 3rd place in this photography 

competition. Andrea Kelly (5thClass) was Highly Commended and Emma Dowling (6thClass) was awarded a 

certificate. Well done girls! 

Presentation College Poetry & Art Competition: Our senior classes took part in Positivity Week with the 

Presentation College though poetry and art. Abbie Kennedy (5th) was awarded a certificate and a €20 book 

token for her poem on “What makes me Happy”. Maith thú, Abbie! 

In art, 1st prize was awarded to Ava Hutchinson (5th Class), 2nd prize was awarded to Leah Coogan (4th Class), 

3rd prize was awarded to Roisin Kehoe (4th Class) and 4th prize was awarded to Jasmine French (5th Class).  
 

SUNFLOWER SEEDS: Grateful thanks to all who supported this fundraiser for a worthy cause. Seeds will be delivered 

soon! Get growing! 

 

SPORT: 

Tag Rugby: Wes Whitton will return to work with the senior classes after mid-term. 

Soccer: Students from the IT are currently working with us. Hard luck to our soccer team who were eliminated 

by Graiguecullen…and best of luck to the Graiguecullen team who have made it through to the finals in the 

Aviva! 

GAA: Thanks to The Blues who hosted some of our classes in their grounds. My compliments to the girls who 

received great praise for their behaviour on the day! 

Swimming: 2nd – 4th Classes have begun a block of lessons. 
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HEALTH AND SAFETY: Pupils, please be careful not to trip anybody when using your wheelie school bag.  

 

BREAKFAST CLUB & LUNCH: Breakfasts and lunches will continue until the end of May for those who need 

it. This service is not funded by the Dept. of Education & Skills and a small grant is received from Carlow 

County Council. However this does not cover the costs involved. Some 150/175 pupils get breakfast and lunch 

EVERY day. To date this year only €200 in total has come from  pupil donations. At the start of the year a 

donation of €1 PER WEEK was requested from participants in both clubs. This would go a long way towards 

costs. All donations are gladly appreciated, even at this late stage! 
 

CHOIR: Sadly, the choir competition for Carlow primary schools has been cancelled this year. 

Also, while we would love to have sung for Confirmation again this year, we have not been invited to do so. 

Music Generation Gala Concert: We look forward to hearing our thirty girls from 5th Class playing recorder in the 

concerts to be staged in May in The GB Shaw Theatre. 

 

EASTER RAFFLE  Easter 2016 saw another successful raffle organised by our Parents’ Council. Lots of 

hampers and Easter Eggs were won by lots of happy girls! In the Senior category Maja Dolna, Tanya Ksipolita 

and Abbie Kennedy won 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes respectively and in the Junior Category, Phoebe Campbell, 

Andrea Kelly and Ruby Edwards were the top three.  There were many other delighted winners who took home 

hampers and eggs. We are very grateful to the Parents’ Council for their on-going support and tireless work!  

 

PROCLAMATION DAY 2016: We had a truly wonderful day of two halves: the formal flag-raising 

ceremony at 12 noon and an afternoon of fun and celebration through Irish song and dance! 

Proclamation for a New Generation:All schools were requested to write and submit their own version of the 

proclamation, reflecting “their” Ireland of 2016. Under the guidance of their teachers, Ms. Balfe and Ms. 

McCarthy, our 6th Classes brainstormed the topic and put forward their submission.The “signatories” of their 

proclamation are the six members of the joint editorial team. I have to say, I’m full of admiration for the girls 

and their teachers! They fully embraced the initiative and I’m very impressed with their work which has been 

uploaded onto the Department’s website. 

 Flag-Raising Ceremony:A great-grandmother, Pauline Nolan (a former employee) raised the flag alongside 

her great-granddaughter, Caitlin Hennessy (a junior infant). Pauline Nolan, her daughter, Mabel Nolan, her 

granddaughter, Linda Nolan and her great-granddaughter, Caitlin Hennessy are members of one family 

associated with our school over four generations.Both the Proclamation and the Proclamation for a New 

Generation were read before the flag was raised. Afterwards, all 440 pupils sang Amhrán na bhFiann. 

Another of Pauline’s great-granddaughters, Emma Hogan, presented Pauline with a green, white and orange 

bouquet. The primary band group then played one of Sr. Anna’s favourite pieces, Captain O’Kane. 

 Afternoon of Celebration:The whole school participated in an outdoor céilí, with the senior pupils helping 

the little ones with their steps. There was a rousing Irish version of the Haka by Ms. Rogers’ 2nd Class and Ms. 

Balfe’s 6th Class. 4th Class pupils, Casey Dermody, Orla Woods and Rebecca Horan, danced a lovely three-hand 

reel. A display of sean nós dancing was given by Doireann Broderick (6th), her sister, Clodagh and Olwyn 

Doran (both 1st Class). Ms. Walshe’s pupils in Rang 3 performed the wonderful Cup Amhrán. 

All in all, it was a wonderful, emotional event! 
 

BLOG :Please log on to our school blog on smgscarlow.scoilnet.ie/blog/ for up-to-date information on various activities 

in the school and to see the latest photos. Grateful thanks, as ever, to Ms. Gurhy for her work on the blog! 

 
Have a lovely mid-term! 

 

Kind regards,   

Bernie Murphy 
Bernie Murphy 

Principal 
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