
Scoil Mhuire gan Smál 
Newsletter, Sept. 2013 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,       Sept. 9th,  2013 

 

A warm welcome back to you and your daughters and a special welcome to our new pupils and families! 

 

New Junior Infants: Our new Junior Infants are settling beautifully and are quite independent already! 

They will continue to finish at 12 noon up to, and including, Weds., Sept. 11th. They start their first full day 

this Thurs., Sept. 12th, finishing at 1.40. Please remember to expect your daughter to be extra tired for a few 

days as she adjusts to her new timetable. A photographer from The Nationalist visited the classes. The 

photos should be in this week’s paper.  

 

Collecting Infants: The Junior Infant classes are now ready to line up outside the main front door when 

being collected in the afternoon. In order to ensure the safe handover of our infants to their 

parents/guardians, we respectfully ask that the teachers be allowed to line up the classes and to hand over the 

infants on a one-to-one basis. 

 

School Opening Hours: A reminder that school starts at 9.00am. Infants finish at 1.40pm.        1st – 6th 

Classes finish at 2.40pm. 
Please note that the Board of Management does not accept responsibility for pupils before 9am. 
 
Retirement: It is with a heavy heart that we announce the retirement of Mrs. Grania Glynn. A native Irish 

speaker from Oileán Árann off the coast of Donegal, she originally taught in Dublin before joining Scoil 

Mhuire gan Smál in 1982. Since then, she has worked her magic with hundreds of pupils fortunate to have 

been in her care. She will be a huge loss to the school. I would particularly like to acknowledge the immense 

work and time Mrs. Glynn invested in the Literacy Lift Off initiative with infants which she helped to spear-

head in the school last year. She has also achieved a great deal as IT co-ordinator in the school. Mrs. Glynn 

will retire on Sept. 20th. We wish her well and thank her most sincerely for enriching Scoil Mhuire gan 

Smál. 

 

Book Scheme: Thank you for the positive feedback regarding the book rental scheme. A huge advantage is 

that every book, copy and folder needed is in the class from day one. The school has again received €11 per 

pupil from the Department towards the scheme. (This replaces the Free Book Scheme.)  Significantly, the 

scheme now benefits all families.  It also allows us greater flexibility in the range of texts available to pupils. 

I would particularly like to thank our hard-working Parents’ Council who presented us with €5,000 last year 

towards the purchase of the PM graded readers for Snr. Infts. – 1st Class, providing a differentiated reading 

programme to meet the different needs of our pupils. We also invested in the PM Benchmarking Kit which 

pinpoints a pupil’s reading level and highlights the support or challenge required. Another significant 

investment was the extension of the range of class sets of novels for 2nd- 6th classes.  

Thank you to all who have made the payment for the new school year. Parents who have not yet done so are 

asked to forward payment. Attached is a copy of the invoice from Jones Business Systems for the books 

received from them last year - €18,891.28. A total of €15,050 was received from parents. 

 

Lunches:  We will resume the Breakfast Club and lunches on Monday Oct 7th. 
 
Barrier: In the interest of Health and Safety, we ask that all pupils and parents use the footpaths when 

entering and leaving the school grounds.   
 

Parking: A reminder that, again in the interest of Health and Safety, parents cannot drive into the school 

grounds in the mornings or afternoons, or park in front of the gate or barrier. 
 



Birthdays: It is our policy that birthday party invitations are not given out in class or in the school yard. 

Like last year, we are also asking parents not to send in birthday cakes, etc.. While it was a lovely idea, it 

impacted significantly on teaching and learning time.  It also put pressure on other parents, especially as 

more and more treats were being sent in. Please be assured that your daughter’s birthday will be marked by 

her teacher, e.g. wearing a special “Birthday Girl” badge /singing/night off homework, etc. 
 

Rainbows: Rainbows is a support group for children aged 5-12 years who have experienced a significant 

loss in their lives, e.g. death of a close relative, separation or other painful change in family life. The 

programme usually consists of 10-12 sessions with trained facilitators in a safe, confidential setting. It is due 

to begin in late September, probably in Askea Parish Centre. Please contact the school if you are interested 

in your daughter availing of the programme. 

 

Homework/Schoolwork: We ask you to encourage your daughter to have a positive attitude and a strong 

work ethic. If homework is taking too long please make an appointment to discuss it with the class teacher. 

How much time for homework? 

Children up to 1st class  - 20 minutes approximately 

Children 2nd 3rd & 4th class - 30 – 40 minutes approximately. 

Children in 5th & 6th class  - 45 minutes to 1 hour approximately. 
 

Healthy Lunches: We again ask your support for our school’s Healthy Eating Policy. One small treat may 

be given on Fridays. 
 

Swimming: Swimming resumed last Friday for 3rd, 4th and 5th classes.  Our three coaches this year are  Ali, 

Bernie and Julie. Thanks to Ms. Woods  for organising the aquatics programme in the school. 
 

School Uniform & Tracksuit: Thank you for ensuring your daughters wear the correct uniform and 

tracksuit. Please remember that black/navy shoes are part of the uniform. 

PLEASE NOTE: We hope you will be pleased to hear that, this year, we are offering pupils the option to 

wear their tracksuits from the start of Dec. through to Feb. mid-term so that they’ll be extra snug during 

the cold weather. 

 

School Track Suits : Track suits are available from Jason Farrell Sports, Tullow St. all year round.  Smaller 

sizes will be back in stock in 5/6 weeks. 

 

Parents’ Council: Sincere thanks to our Parents’ Council who contributed significantly to the school again 

last year. A reminder that the chairperson is Debbie Robinson and the secretary is Janice Byrne. 
 

Extra-Curricular Activities: As you may know, we have been steadily increasing the range of activities on 

offer to pupils. The following are provided to various classes by external tutors: 

 Yoga with Angela Doyle (Mon.) 

 Band (Mon. night & Tues. afternoon) 

 Tin Whistle with Mary Hennessy O’Neill (Tues. & Thurs.) 

 Irish Dancing with Adeline Dargan (Weds.) 

 Speech & Drama with Keelin McDonald (Thurs.) 

 Guitar with Claire Dunne (Fri.) 

 NEW! Art with Donough O’Brien (Details to follow.) 

 NEW! Music Makers for Junior & Senior Infants- with Claire Dunne  in conjunction  with  Carlow  College of Music. 

(Explore music through a variety of fun and interesting music activities, singing, listening to music, 

movement, rhythm games and percussion playing. This course is an ideal first musical experience 

and is recommended before young children start formal instrumental tuition.) 

  

The following are provided to various classes by our own teachers in a voluntary capacity: 

 Gaelic Football with Ms. Lambe & Ms. Byrne 

 Basketball with Ms. Griffin 

 Computers Digital Photography with Ms. Balfe 

 



 

 

Painting: The exterior of the school is being painted by John Moore at the moment and is beginning to look 

really well! Our application for the DULUX LET’S COLOUR PROJECT was successful and we received 

close to €1,000 worth of paint free. Grateful thanks to the Board of Management for funding the job and the 

remainder of the paint required. 

 

RTE Radio: In another new development, we are one of twelve schools nationwide who have been invited 

to participate in the up-coming What’s the Story? We have been asked to submit ten stories and ten poems 

written by the pupils. What’s the Story? will be a 30 minute six-part series compiled of stories and poems by 

primary school children, for primary school children. It will be broadcast by TRTE/RTEjr radio.  

  

RTE Launch of Music Generation: Congratulations to the girls in Ms. McCormack’s 5th  and Ms. 

McCarthy’s 6th classes who featured on RTE Children’s News last week as part of the launch of Music 

Generation. A special word of congratulations to Ciara Glynn and Rebecca Clarke who were interviewed 

and who did so well! (We will be in contact with  parents and guardians regarding Music Generation  in the 

weeks ahead. It is part-funded by U2 and The Ireland Fund.) 

 

Recent Death: The death has taken place of Sr. Áine O’Neill (formerly Sr. De la Strada), R.I.P. Sr. Áine 

taught in Scoil Mhuire gan Smál before her move to Portlaoise. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a hanam. 

 

Contact details:  Please remember that if you moved house or changed your mobile number during the 

holidays you must update these details at the school office. It is essential to have the correct mobile 

number for Text-a-Parent. 
 

Finally, could I emphasise that you are most welcome to contact me regarding any concerns you may have.  

Please telephone the office to make an appointment. 

I look forward to working with you in the year ahead. 
 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Bernie Murphy 
Bernie Murphy 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


