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We have almost reached the end of another busy year in school with everyone looking forward to the summer
break.

Summer Holidays

Closing: Friday 29th June 2012. Pupils can be collected at 12.00 noon.
Re-opening: Thursday 30th August 2012.
REMINDER OPENING TIME IS 9A.M. FOR ALL PUPILS
SENIOR INFANTS FINISH AT 1.40PM _AND 15T — 6™ CLASSES FINISH AT 2.40PM
N.B. Junior Infants only —finish at 12 noon up to and including Wed Sept. 12t 2012

THANK YOU

A special word of thanks to all who have contributed so much to Scoil Mhuire gan Smal this year.
ClareHayden — Piano, Marion Gaynor —Music, Ali, Bernie & Judy —Swimming Instructors, Angela Doyle
—-Yoga, Diarmuid Glynn — Guitar Carmel Flahavan — Carlow Library, Mary O’Neill — Tin Whistle, Fr
John Cummins —Chaplain, Fr. Rory & Sr Dolores — Church Services, Keelin McDonald — Speech &
Drama, , Michéle & Bridget - Secretaries, Murt - Caretaker, Donna Byrne &Ita Jones , Special Needs
Assistants, Pauline Edwina & Besnik- Cleaners, Rita-Breakfast Club

Sr. Anna — Home School LiaisonTom Fraser & Pat Timmons who did great work with Junior &
Senior Infants in the ABC programme( Agility, Balance & Co-ordination). Leo McGough & Tom
Fraser who taught camogie skills to 1% and 2" classes. Brendan Hayden & St Leo’s Transition
Year Students who coached 3" — 6™ classes in Gaelic football skills. Presentation Band
Committee, Parents’ Council & Board of Management for their continued support.

BOOK RENTAL We will continue the Book Rental Scheme in the school. All pupils text books
and copies will be bought by the school and distributed in September. It is important that all families
take part in the scheme to make it a success. Of course some families will have books already from
children in higher classes and that is fine. So no more queuing in book stores during the Summer
holidays!

SCHOOL TRACK SUITS — available from Jason Farrell’s Sports, Fairgreen from mid July.
PIANO EXAMS — Congratulations to all the girls who passed their recent exams with Distinctions
and Honours! Many thanks to our piano teacher, Claire Dunne, for her dedication and tuition.
PIANO SUCCESS

Katie Brennan Nolan (Ms Gurhy’s 4™ class) was recently awarded 3" prize in The Joe Byrne Cup, a
piano competition hosted by The Royal Irish Academy of Music. Katie was a former pupil of Mrs
Mahon for many years and having gained entry to the prestigious Academy through an audition
process, this is Katie’s first year at the Academy and she is the only Carlow student to receive this
fantastic award — Well done Katie

TESCO & SUPER VALU TOKENS

Thank you for your help in collecting these tokens which enables us to buy Sports/Computer equipment for
school use

MOBILE PHONE COLLECTION we have collected just over 500 mobile phones and will be
receiving a free electronic whiteboard for our school. Thank you to everyone. We will continue with
the collection in September so please save your old mobile phones during the holidays.




ANNUAL SCHOOL WALK took place on 7th June. Many thanks to all who took part and
contributed to this annual event. This year we collected €2067.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION AND CONFIRMATION

6™ class made their Confirmation on 26™ May this year in the Cathedral. Many thanks to Fr Cummins, Sr.
Dolores & teachers, Ms. Balfe & Ms. McCarthy for preparing the girls so well for their big day. The girls
had their Graduation Mass on 26th June. We wish them all well in secondary school and in the future.
Thanks also to Ms McDonald and Ms Griffin who prepared 2™ class for First Holy Communion on 13th
May. A Prayer Service was held in school on 20" June followed by a little party.

Thank you also to John Curran Videos who supplies First Holy Communion and Confirmation DVDs every
year. John has a selection of these recordings available dating back to 1986. Contact John directly for further
details at 059 9131588.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Eleanor Furlong Mrs Fitzgerald’s 3" class entered the U13 category and came second.

Eleanor wins tickets to a Leinster Match and will have her artwork displayed in the new Leinster Rugby
offices

She also wins an All 4 one voucher and is invited to the opening of the new Leinster office in Dublin

Alicia Premkumar in Ms. Hendricken’s 3" class was all-Irelandl winner of a Book Cover Competition
organised by O’Brien Press. Alicia received her prize in Dublin at an event organised by O’Brien Press . As
part of her prize Alicia was allowed to take her class along to the ceremony. They enjoyed some extras on the
day as teacher arranged a trip to the Natural History Museum and McDonalds!. Well done Alicial

Sophie Kelly, Ms O’Leary’s 1st and Kate Kelly, Ms Balfe’s 6" both did well in the recent Fleadh in
Leighlinbridge winning prizes in the violin and tin whistle sections. Stacey Buturla, Mrs McCormack’s 5%
class won the singing competition at the same Fleadh.

TO THE PARENTS’ COUNCIL-- Your continued generosity and support are hugely appreciated. In the
past year you have raised MANY funds for our school through the, Easter raffle and many other events. This
was spent on Raffle Prizes, & buses to some events. Thank you for your help in organising Confirmation and
Communion parties. Your contribution is invaluable. Our children continue to benefit from your hard work
and support. Go raibh mile maith agaibh go Iéir.

LOST PROPERTY There is a selection of coats, hats scarves etc in the lost property box. Please have a look
if you are missing any items. Any item not collected by 29 June will be either disposed of or given to charity.
EIGSE FESTIVAL We are delighted to have pupils from our school participate in the following
activities- Young Critics Forum( Clodagh Brophy and Stephanie Kelly 6" class); pottery workshop,
drama workshop, concert and sing-a-long with Aspiro, roller-skating and guided tour of Visual.
Many of these events were free of charge and we appreciate the opportunities offered to schools by
the Eigse festival.

SCHOOL REPORTS . School reports will be issued by the end of the week of 30" June. If a
teacher has pointed out an area to be worked on please discuss with your child and encourage them
to do their best in the new school year.

GOOD LUCK to all our pupils who are taking part in the National finals of the Community Games
this Summer.

TEXT-A- PARENT Please remember to update new mobile numbers for the text-a-parents service.
Also please note that if your mobile is not switched on at the time the text is sent from the school, it
cannot be delivered !

Happy Holidays to one and all from everyone in Scoil Mhuire gan Smal!
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